Criteria and Curriculum for Weighted Honors Band Course
North Mac High School
Director, Mrs. Braley

1. Students will complete all assignments, performances, and requirements of the general band course in addition to honors curriculum. Students will be section leaders and assist the director in running sectionals. 

2. Attendance at all performances is mandatory. When there are extenuating circumstances, as determined by the director, one make-up assignment will be allowed per semester. The make-up work will be an alternative performance or practice as determined by the director. 

3. Students will demonstrate advanced musical performance skills through a project each semester. First semester student should master the music and audition for ILMEA or prepare a holiday solo or ensemble. Second semester the student should take a solo or ensemble to contest that is advanced level and classical in nature. Other projects are an option, but must be approved by the director at the beginning of the semester. 

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Students are required to attend two music performances per semester. A review of at least two pages must be written about the concerts they attend, and a program must be included with the assignment. Options include church performances, other area school concerts, college and university concerts, and popular music concerts. 

5. Students are required to read and review three (3) music education or music business articles per semester. These articles may be taken from music education magazines or journals provided by the teacher. A student may find an article from another source, but it must be approved by the director. A copy of the article must be included with the assignment. All guidelines are attached. 

6. Students will complete one research project per semester. First semester will be music in society, and second semester will be music history. Students will choose from a list of topics and projects provided, and research will be approved and supervised by the director. A mid-term conference will be held to discuss progress, where an outline and sources will be due.  Please see attached research project details. 

7. Students must create a portfolio (binder) that includes all documents proving they have met the above requirements. The portfolio is due one week before the final exam. This portfolio will be reviewed by the director, graded, and a conference will be held with the student. 
